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To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Multistate Investigation of Severe Pulmonary Disease 
Among Persons Who Use E-Cigarettes

• As of November 20, 2,290 cases of lung injury associated with the 
use of e-cigarettes or vaping projects have been reported in 49 states, 
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands

• 47 deaths have been confirmed in 25 states and the District of 
Columbia

• In Kansas, 23 cases have been reported and two deaths

• Median age of cases in Kansas is 27 years with a range of 15 – 67 
years

• Vitamin E acetate has been identified as a chemical of concern

• Report any suspected cases to 877-427-7317
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Current Regulation

• For each person with a case shall remain in home isolation for seven days 
following onset of illness or for the duration of illness if the case is immune-
compromised, except when seeking medical care.

Proposed Change

• For each person with a case shall remain in home isolation for five days
following onset of illness or until fever free for 24 hours without the aid 
of fever reducing medications, whichever is longer, except when 
seeking medical care.

Influenza – Changes in Isolation Recommendation
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Influenza 
Surveillance
Influenza activity is still at sporadic 
in Kansas

http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm

http://www.kdheks.gov/flu/surveillance.htm
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2018 Annual Summary Released

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

2018 Annual Summary of Vital Statistics, available at kdheks.gov/phi/.

Five new tables were added to the 2018 Annual Summary:

• Table C27. Number and Percent of Live Births under 37 weeks gestation, 

by Year and by Population Group, Kansas Residents, 2005-2018.

• Table C28. Number and Percent of Live Births under 2500 grams, by Year 

and by Population Group, Kansas Residents, 2005-2018.

• Table E30. Deaths by Number and Age-Adjusted Rate for Selected 

Chronic Diseases, Kansas Residents, 1999-2018.

• Table E31. Deaths by Number and Age-Adjusted Rate for Selected 

External Causes, Kansas Residents, 1999-2018.

• Table E32. Deaths with drugs as an underlying cause, by year and drug 

category, Kansas Residents, 1999–2018.
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• Kansas total population on July 1, 2018, was estimated at 2,911,505, a 

decrease of 1,618 (0.1%) from the July 1, 2017 estimate, 2,913,123.

• During 2018, there were 36,268 live births to residents of Kansas. This 

was a decrease of 0.5 percent from the 36,464 births reported in 2017. 

The birth rate in 2018 was unchanged from 2017, at 12.5 births per 

1,000 population.

• There were 231 infant deaths to Kansas residents in 2018, an increase 

of 6.5 percent from 217 infant deaths in 2017.

• There were 27,213 Kansas resident deaths recorded in 2018, an 

increase of 1.8 percent from the 26,725 deaths recorded in 2017.

• The Kansas crude death rate in 2018 was 934.7 deaths per 100,000 

population, which was 8.2 percent higher than the estimated U.S. crude 

rate5 of 864.2 deaths per 100,000 population

2018 Annual Summary Highlights
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Kansas Information for Communities Updated

Kansas Information for Communities (KIC) has been

updated with 2018 information.

Updates include 

• Birth, 

• Pregnancy, 

• Hospital Discharge – Diagnosis & Procedure, 

• Population, 

• Death, and 

• Emergency Department – Diagnosis. 

• The Cancer module is up to date with CY2016 information being the 

most current. 

• To access the KIC System go to kic.kdheks.gov
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PRAMS Schedule for Regional Health Department Meetings

The 2018 PRAMS Surveillance Report provides information from Kansas women who 

were interviewed in the months following the birth of their infant, about their health and 

experiences around the time of pregnancy.

Some notable findings from the 2018 Kansas PRAMS survey include:

• Nearly 1 in 7 mothers (14.1%) reported not receiving prenatal care when they wanted 

it. More than 1 in 6 mothers (17.4%) reported that there was a time after their infant 

was born that they thought they needed treatment or counseling for depression, but 

did not get it.

• Nearly 3 in 4 mothers (74.0%) reported breastfeeding their infants for at least 8 

weeks.

• Among those who answered the Disability Supplement, 2 in 5 mothers (40.6%) 

reported having difficulty with any of six tasks, which included seeing, hearing, 

walking, remembering, caring for oneself, and/or communicating. The most common 

difficulty was with remembering or concentrating, which was reported by 28.3% of 

mothers. (The Disability Supplement was included in the questionnaire beginning with 

women who had a live birth in October 2018.)

To read the report, and learn more about PRAMS, visit: http://www.kdheks.gov/prams/

http://www.kdheks.gov/prams/
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• Created to promote childhood blood lead testing and 

awareness on social media.

• National Lead Poison Prevention Week is October 20-26, 

2019.

• Toolkit provides links to other resources and has attached 

documents that can be utilized for further information.

• Download the toolkit from: 

https://keap.kdhe.state.ks.us/Ephtm/PortalPages/Content

Data?CID=3

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program

To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Social Media Toolkit

https://keap.kdhe.state.ks.us/Ephtm/PortalPages/ContentData?CID=3
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Thank you/Questions

Farah Ahmed, MPH, PhD

Environmental Health Officer & State Epidemiologist

Farah.Ahmed@ks.gov

(785) 296–6426

Contact Information

mailto:Farah.Ahmed@ks.gov


Lacey Kennett
Preparedness Program
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Statewide Full Scale Exercise

Preparedness Program Update

Date: April 15 – 17, 2020

Who: All Local Health Departments, CRIs, HCCs and KDHE

Important Information:

• Visit the website for information on exercise 

components and capabilities tested

• What to do now?

• Communicate with external partners to get 

participation

• Review your jurisdiction’s plans & the Kansas 

Response Plan

• Look for training opportunities to fill gaps
kdheks.gov/cphp/full_scale_exercise.htm
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Upcoming Application Period

Preparedness Program Update

• Applications are submitted in KGMS in January or February 

along with a preliminary budget.

• Preliminary budgets should be based upon the budget that sub-

awardees submitted for the current budget period and entered 

into KGMS in January or February.

• When application and preliminary budget have been submitted 

in KGMS, send an email to KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov so we 

can review it promptly.

• Budget narratives will be submitted with the revised budget 

submission, within 30 days following the notification of final 

allocation award amount.

• Webinar overview: December 4, 2019 @ 10 a.m.

KS-Train #1085237

mailto:KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov
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Disaster Preparedness for the Pediatric 

Patient: A Systems Approach

Dennis Cooley, MD

This course focuses on training physicians, 

advanced practice providers, nurses, pre-

hospital emergency personnel, hospital 

administrators, emergency/disaster planners 

and others to manage an influx of pediatric 

patients during an emergency.

To register, visit: www.eeds.com/live/887417

Jan. 21 – Hoisington

Feb. 13 – Pittsburg

Feb. 18 – Lawrence

Feb. 26 – Manhattan

March 3 - Topeka

Upcoming Trainings

Preparedness Program Update

http://www.eeds.com/live/887417
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December 4, 2019 10 – 11 a.m.

Budget Preparation for BP2 (2020 – 2021)

KS-Train #1085237

January 8, 2020  10 – 11 a.m.

IMATS

KS-Train #1083872

February 4, 2020  10 – 11:30 a.m.

Risk Communication (repeat – live)

Dr. Vincent T. Covello

KS-Train #1083886

March 4, 2020  10 – 11 a.m.

IMATS 

KS-Train #1085238

Monthly Preparedness Webinars

Preparedness Program Update
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PHEP Delinquency in Contract Deliverables

Preparedness Program Update

• Procedures for delinquencies in deliverables from 

local health departments have been adopted at the 

last KDHE/KALHD advisory committee meeting Nov. 

19.

• These procedures outline how KDHE Preparedness 

staff will follow up with local health departments when 

deliverables are past due.

• A full description of the procedures can be found on 

the KALHD website: kahld.org/phep/ 
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Staffing Changes 

Preparedness Program Update

• Emily Valencia – Preparedness Compliance Coordinator

• Started Oct. 21, 2019.

• Email: Emily.Valencia@ks.gov; please also CC KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov .

• Michael McNulty & Stephen Tierce – Move to Office of the Secretary

• Will be working in the Office of the Secretary on agency emergency management, response 

actions, and ESF 8 coordination.

• Fred the Preparedness Dog will remain a Preparedness Program initiative – you should still 

contact Michael McNulty directly for any Fred activities/requests.

• For all other inquiries, please contact KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov.

• Jonathan Wood – Planning & Outreach Specialist

• Oversees KDHE-managed IT applications (KS-HAN, EMResource, & eICS).

• Jonathan.Wood@ks.gov; 785-296-3570

mailto:Emily.Valencia@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov
mailto:KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov
mailto:Jonathan.Wood@ks.gov
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OneCare Kansas

OneCare Kansas (OCK) is a comprehensive and intense method of care coordination for Kansas 

Medicaid members who qualify. OCK integrates and coordinates all services and supports with the 

goal of treating the “whole person” across the lifespan.

Who is eligible?

Medicaid members who have:

• One serious and persistent mental illness, defined as having at least one of the following 

diagnoses:

• Paranoid Schizophrenia

• Severe Bipolar Disorder

OR

• One chronic condition defined as people who have Asthma that also are at risk for developing a 

2nd chronic disease such as diabetes, 

For more info on the provider application process and the required core services, visit 

https://www.kancare.ks.gov/providers/onecare-ks-providers/providers-interested-onecare-kansas/ock-

news-events

https://www.kancare.ks.gov/providers/onecare-ks-providers/providers-interested-onecare-kansas/ock-news-events
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Questions?

Lacey Kennett

Preparedness Public Information Officer

Lacey.Kennett@ks.gov

(785) 296-1984

www.KSPrepared.org

KDHE.Preparedness@ks.gov

Contact Information

mailto:Lacey.Kennett@ks.gov


Philip Harris, MA, CHES®
Bureau of Health Promotion
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Community Health Promotion
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Community Clinical Linkages

Staffing Updates:

• Marlee Johnson, Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention 
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Community Clinical Linkages

CDSMP Leader Trainings:

• January 6, 7, 13 & 14 Mitchell County area

• March 24, 25, 30 & 31 Johnson County area

Chronic Pain Self-Management Cross Training

• Mitchell County area – 2020 Dates TBD

Questions Contact: Tami Sterling | tsterling@kfmc.org | 785-271-4158

mailto:tsterling@kfmc.org
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Violence and Injury Prevention

Updated Websites

Older Adult Falls Stepping On

http://www.kdheks.gov/idp/older_adult_falls.htm
http://www.kdheks.gov/idp/stepping_on.htm
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Violence and Injury Prevention

New Material
Kansas Violent Death Reporting System

Questions Contact: Jeff.Wilhelm@ks.gov

mailto:Jeff.Wilhelm@ks.gov
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Upcoming Meeting

Kansas Cancer Partnership, February 11 in Topeka more 
details coming soon. 

Staff Updates

EDW Nurse Manager, Suzanne Duckworth is now Suzanne 
Proctor

Cancer, Opioids, Palliative Care and Early Detection Works 
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Cancer, Opioids, Palliative Care and Early Detection Works 

NEW Materials – website coming soon
Palliative Care Program

Contact: Leslie.Hale@ks.gov

mailto:Leslie.Hale@ks.gov
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Population Health Strategies

Tobacco Product Use Fact Sheet Now Available

It can also be found here. 

These fact sheets are for all Public Health Preparedness 
Regions and six counties. 

http://www.kdheks.gov/brfss/FactSheets/local_fact_sheets_index.htm
http://www.kdheks.gov/brfss/BRFSS2017/index.html
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Staffing Updates:

• Effective Dec. 2, Lance Sweeney, BRFSS Coordinator

Population Health Strategies
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Thank you/Questions

Philip Harris, MA, CHES®

Communications Coordinator

Philip.Harris@ks.gov

(785) 296-2923

Contact Information


